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Newsletter No: 9            Wednesday, 21
st
  March, 2018 

 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 
Congratulations to our school community for the fantastic swimming carnival held last Thursday.  It 
was a wonderful event, where all children from Grades 1 – 6 were able to demonstrate not only their 
swimming ability but also their sportsmanship. The team spirit that was displayed throughout the 
entire day was exceptional. Students cheered for one another, participated in war cries and provided 
encouragement and support for the competitors. We were very proud of all the students for 
participating and ‘having a go’. Displaying good sportsmanship, participation and ‘having a go’ are 
three important values that form our student mission statement and our carnival illustrated these 
values well. 
 
The final results were 1

st
 - Copperfield  (Gold) , 2

nd
 -  Fitzroy (Blue) and 3

rd
 - Merara (Green). The 

winner of the War Cry Award went to Fitzroy  and the Team Spirit Award went to Merara. Well done 

to all the children who gave their best - whether they finished first or not! We are proud of all who 
had a go! 
 
Congratulations to our house captains on the tremendous way in which they led their teams and the 
example they set. Congratulations also must go to our wonderful children for their behaviour and 
school spirit on the day, which was of a very high standard.  
 
Thanks to all who were involved in the successful running of the carnival; staff, parents and 
students, and to Jade Scott for organising the program and to Helen Ringelstein for your help in 
finalising the program and last minute details with me. Thanks to the parents and staff who assisted 
with lifesaving, setting up and packing up on the day. I really would like to give a special mention to 
all the staff at MacKillop. Jade our PE teacher was away on leave for the carnival and I really 
appreciate all the help and support the staff gave in so many ways in the lead up to carnival, and 
during the day, to ensure all ran smoothly. We have a great team here at MacKillop.  Thanks so 
much to our MacKillop community for a great day.       
 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

 
The annual Catholic Schools Swimming Carnival will be held on Wednesday 28

th
 March. Information 

regarding this carnival was sent home with students who have been invited to compete this week. 
We look forward to this event and thank Helen Ringelstein for organising the competitors for this 
event. 
 
 



 
 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM CONFERENCE 
 
This week, Helen Privett, Kristy Cundell and I will be joining other 
leadership teams in our Diocese for a Leadership Teams  
Conference in Rockhampton. During this time please see Veronica  
Martin for any urgent queries or concerns. 
 

VACATION CARE 

 
If you are requiring a position at our Outside School Hours Care 
program for the holidays coming up, can you please contact Larissa 
on 0417291439 to secure a place. The program can be found at the 
back of the newsletter. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Congratulations to the Johnson family on the birth of their daughter 
Amelia Grace (22.2.18). Amelia is a sister for Olivia (Yr 6). 
 
Congratulations to the Moore family on the birth of their son Alec 
James (15.3.18). Alec is a brother for Hayden (Prep J). 
 
Congratulations to the Lankin family on the birth of their daughter 
Lucinda Rose (20.3.18). Lucinda is a sister for Cody (Yr 4C) , Bailey 
(Yr 1P) and Ruby (Prep J). 

 
PREP PICTORIAL FEATURE IN DAILY MERCURY 

 
It is that time of the year again when we have been invited to  
participate in the Prep Pictorial Feature to be published in  
the Daily Mercury today,  Wednesday 21

st
 March. This has been an  

opportunity for our Prep students to have their photo in the  
paper.  
 

NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST BULLYING AND 
VIOLENCE 

 
Last Friday was National Day of Action Against Bullying and 

Violence. Thank you to Year 4C for leading our assembly on this 

topic and to all classes who completed lessons and activities around 

bullying.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOLS' PROGRAM 

MacKillop has registered for the 2018 Coles Sports for Schools 
program. Now all you have to do is collect as many vouchers as you 
can from 7th February to 15th June. This is how it works: 

Step 1: For every $10 spent a Coles you will receive one Sports for 
Schools voucher 

Step 2: Bring your vouchers to school and place them in the 
collection box in the office  

Step 3: Every voucher received will go towards a tally. MacKillop will 
then be able to order the sports equipment to the value of the 
vouchers.  

Start collecting now! 

PRAYERS 

 Please remember in your prayers anyone who is 

sick within our community.  
 
 We pray for God’s healing.  

 

 

PREP ENROLMENTS 2019 
 
Enrolments for Prep are currently being taken for the 2019 school 
year. If you have a child due to commence Prep next year born 
between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014 please complete an 
enrolment form available from the school office or download from 
the school’s website. Enrolments for Years 1—6 are also currently 
being taken for 2019. When returning the enrolment form, please 
ensure there is a certified copy of your child’s birth certificate, 

baptismal certificate & immunisation records. It is essential that we 
have our current families accounted for so that we know the number 
of places available for new families. We need to sight the original 
birth certificate or have a certified copy please. 

 

Keep Smiling 

 
Allison Blakey 

Principal 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://media.worldbulletin.net/news/2014/05/05/prayer-religion.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.worldbulletin.net/christianity/135530/us-top-court-endorses-prayers-before-town-meetings&h=480&w=640&tbnid=w0fcwbzBWDf6cM:&zoom=1&docid=tq7hNmXk0nXhCM&ei=UdL-VPnrHoT58QXciYLgAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CE4QMygWMBY


 

 

PALM SUNDAY – Weekend 24/25 March 
Readings: Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Mk 14:1 - 15:47 

 
Many of us over the years have seen film and television productions of  

the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. We could be tempted to see  

Palm Sunday as a historical re-enactment of the tragic events in  

Christ's life. Unlike those who witnessed this procession through  

Jerusalem 2000 years ago, we celebrate this day in the light of the 

resurrection. We know that sadness and death have given way to new  

life and that Christ has triumphed over death, so we too live in hope.  

As hope-filled people, we appreciate the significance of our prayer,  

fasting and almsgiving as they intensify during this week- the only           

week in our Christian calendar the Church calls "holy". These Lenten       

acts draw us back to God and each other.  

 

Through the liturgies of Holy Week, we participate in the remembrance 

of Jesus’ final days. We are mindful too of the many women, men and 

children around the world who are most vulnerable to extreme poverty  

and injustice. These are the face of the suffering Christ in our time. 

One such face is Psyche Mae who when featured in Project  

Compassion in 2008, was a teenager living with her family in a           

squatter settlement on the edge of a giant rubbish dump outside           

Manila in the Philippines. Her family formed part of an extensive, urban   

poor community, where hundreds of thousands of people struggle to   

survive – and many are vulnerable to abuse and exploitation.  
 

Fast forward to 2018 where Psyche Mae, her parents and siblings           

have managed to lift themselves out of poverty to a new life where they  

have built a better future. Psyche Mae herself is now a qualified social          

worker for the Philippines Government, helping informal settlers and     

people with disabilities. She is a hard worker, working full-time and     

studying after work at university, where she plans to continue to study        

for a Master's degree. 

 

This story illustrates that renewal and the opportunity for new life can 
be the start of a just future, where people can become the architects of 
change in their lives.                                       (Caritas.org.au) 
 
 

Sixth Week of Lent 

When Psyche Mae featured in     
Project Compassion during 2008,     
she was living in a squatter    
settlement, on the edge of a giant 
rubbish dump outside Manila in  
the Philippines. Her family was     
forced to pick through the rubbish to 
sell what they could to survive. Thanks 
to the support of individuals and   
Caritas Australia, in 2018, Psyche   
Mae is now a young  
social worker, achieving her dream of 

helping others struggling to leave poverty behind them, with plans    
to study a Master’s degree. 
Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and help improve  
the health and wellbeing of communities in the Philippines  
so they can work towards eradicating poverty, providing a  
just future for all. A Just Future starts with your support! You  

can donate through Project Compassion boxes/envelopes,  
visit www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phone 1800 024 413. 

 

 

HOLY WEEK CEREMONIES!! 
 

Mon-Thurs 26
th

-29
th

 March 
 

As we prepare ourselves for the great 
celebration of Jesus’ Resurrection on Easter 
Sunday, next week at MacKillop we will 
remember as a school, the events of Holy 
Week – Jesus’ last week on Earth.  
Classes will combine to lead the school 
community in prayer liturgies focusing on 
the events of Holy Week.  All Welcome!! 

 
Monday - 8:45am - Palm Sunday – Prep, 1P & 4M 
 
Tuesday - 8:45am - Last Supper – 6PG & 2N 
 
Wednesday - 8:45am – Garden of Gethsemane – 6R & 2D 
 
AND Wednesday - 12:00pm - Good Friday - 5K 
 
Thursday - 8:45am - Easter Sunday – 3CR & 4C 

 

SACRAMENTAL  DATES! 
 

Rite of Enrolment - Eucharist - Parish Masses 21
st

 /22
nd

 April 

 

Family Workshop - Sunday 29
th 

April 10am OR Wednesday 2
nd

 

May 7pm – St Joseph’s Church. 

 

Family Preparation Day - 2pm Sunday 27
th

 May      

 

Sacramental Interviews – 4
th

, 5
th

, 6
th

 June. 

 

Confirmation Practice – Friday 15
th

 June 3:30pm 

 

Confirmation Ceremony – Parish Masses 16
th

/17
th

 June 

 

First Communion Practice – Friday 20
th

 July 3:30pm 

 

First Communion Celebration - Parish Masses 21
st

/22
nd

 July 

 
 

Please pray for all those who continue their 
preparation for the Sacraments. 

Spend some quiet time with the Lord 

God Bless, 

Helen Privett 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay respects to 

their Elders and all Elders, past, present and future. 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


 
Prep J Isabella Hanrahan 

 For your absolutely beautiful umbrella craft.  You 
were very creative in your application of your 
colourful gems.  I would love the exact umbrella to 
use on a rainy day myself. 

 Chelsea Hill 
 It is a pleasure to mark your beautiful bookwork.  

You always take extra care to present your 
completed work with colourful detail. 

1P Owen Anderson 
 I can see that you are trying really hard to improve 

your handwriting Owen. It is wonderful to see you 
concentrating on writing your letters neatly in the 
red and blue lines. Keep up the super work! 

 Jai Jackson 
 I have been so impressed with the way you have 

been practising your typing skills. It’s great to see 
you looking up at the screen and keeping your 
‘typing fingers’ on the keyboard. Fabulous effort 
Jai! 

2D Tayla Crofts 
 Tayla, you have been working hard to sound out 

difficult words.  Keep working hard during writing 
time Tayla! 

 Ally Hall 
 Ally, you can confidently create questions to 

match graphs.  You shared two different questions 
to the class and really gave them some great 
ideas for next time.  Thank you for sharing your 
ideas and answers Ally! 

2N Gabrielle Mavroleon 
 Congratulations on your super reading Gabby! 

You have worked hard on your reading stamina 
and you are working extremely well in our Reading 
Groups. Keep up the great work! 

 Lily McGuinness 
 For working well in class Lily. You have listened 

carefully to instructions and completed your tasks 
in a timely manner with great care. I also love that 
you ask questions and show pride in your 
work.  Awesome work! 

3CR Joshua Field 
 This week you have been working hard to write 

persuasive arguments, Josh.  You have 
remembered to include your opinion as well as 
your reasons and examples to support your point 
of view.  Excellent work! 

 Brayden Mitchell 
 You are working really hard to develop your 

paragraphs, Brayden.  You are including a topic 
sentence, supporting details and a concluding 
sentence.  Keep up the excellent effort! 

4C Vanessa Donald 
 For the effort you have put into calculating change 

in our Maths lessons this week Vanessa. Thank 
you also for taking pride in the presentation of 
your work. Keep it up! 

 Jazmine Finucan 
 For the effort you have put into calculating change 

in our Maths lessons Jazmine.  You are improving 
your skills every day! I was also impressed with 
the thoughtful contributions you’ve made to our 
discussions this week.  Well done! 

4M Year 4M 
 Congratulations to each and every one of you for 

hosting our first assembly.  You not only worked 
hard as a team to have the readings and display 
materials ready, but you found time to enjoy all the 
other elements such as dance and music!  Way to 
go Year 4M! 

5K Georgia Headland 
 For your helpful nature.  You were respectful and 

kept yourself busy while serving members of the 
community after our Anointing Mass.  Thank you 

Georgia. 
 Claire Patroni 
 Thank you for the beautiful and respectful way you 

interacted with a member of the community at our 
Anointing Mass.  It was lovely to witness. 

6PG Marshall Hokins 
 For your persuasive writing piece on making 

cigarettes illegal.  You convincingly presented 
your argument from a doctor’s point of view and 
included strong vocabulary to reinforce your 
opinion.  Great work Marshall! 

 Paige Roscher 
 For the way you keep all of your schoolwork in an 

organised and orderly fashion.  Your desk is tidy 
and you keep your bookwork neat, by taking time 
to set out your work in a methodical manner.  
Great effort, Paige! 

6R Destiny Rowlands 
 You are developing into an enthusiastic 

mathematician!  It is wonderful to see you working 
mathematically with confidence and 
independence.  It is especially wonderful to see 
the smile of success on your face as you 
experience your little ‘light bulb’ moments. 

 Lachlan Titlow 
 You have demonstrated great pride in the 

presentation of all of your work.  Everything is 
neatly completed, from your setting out in your 
Maths pad to the completion of your homework.  
Even your desk tray is tidy.  Lachlan, I am super 
proud of you! 

Principal’s 
Award 

 
Matilda Richards 

 In recognition of the positive attitude you always 
display and your leadership skills. Thank you for 
always helping the younger students. 

 
 
              Mar  19  Oden Barrow 
 
 

 
 

 
These children have been ‘Making Jesus Real’ at MacKillop. 

Congratulations! 
 
 

 
 
 
 



SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

 
Mackillop held its annual Swimming 
Carnival last Thursday 15

th
 March at the 

Pioneer Swimming Pool and what a 
great day it was!!!! I commend all students 
that participated and “had a go”!  Whether you went home with a 
ribbon, medallion or trophy I’m sure everyone was glad to get wet.  
Fantastic effort MacKillop!! 
 
A huge thank you to parents and teachers for volunteering their time 
to help at the carnival.  Without your dedication, the carnival would 
not have been a success.   

Thank you for your support!!!    
 
OVERALL RESULTS 

1
st 

  Copperfield (Gold)   
 

2
nd

 Fitzroy (Blue)   
3

rd
  Merara (Green)  

 
JOHN LYONS MEDAL     

1
st
 Jack Henderson  

2
nd

       Addison Gauci 
3

rd
       Jessica Kelleher 

 
WARCRY WINNERS    

Fitzroy (Blue) 
 
TEAM SPIRIT WINNERS 

Merara (Green) 
  

AGE CHAMPIONS 
 

BOYS GIRLS 

2010 - Archer Durnsford 
and Riley Titlow 
2009 - Cody Lankin 
2008 - Luke Devitt 
2007 - Lachlan Titlow   
2006 - Jack Henderson 
2005 - Harley Rowlands  
 

2010 - Matilda Donald 
 
2009 - Eve Oliver 
2008 - Georgia Headland 
2007 - Addison Gauci 
2006 - Hayley O’Neill 
2005 - Destiny Rowlands  
 

 
INTERSCHOOL CATHOLIC SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

 

The Interschool Catholic Swimming Carnival will be held at the 
Pioneer Pool on Wednesday 28

th
 March starting at 6pm sharp.  All 

competitors need to be at the pool by 5.30pm. Children were 
selected for the team based on their times and places in their races.  
Some age groups and races had multiple heats and therefore this 
also needed to be taken into consideration.  Notes need to be 
returned to Mrs Ringelstein please. Swimming caps can be 

purchased from the office for $2. Good luck to all students 
participating in this carnival. 

            MACKILLOP – CROSS COUNTRY   

 
The school Cross Country will be held on Tuesday 27

th
 March 

2018.  We will start with the Prep students beginning at approx. 

9:15am (after Easter Liturgies) and the other classes will follow in a 
staggered formation up until morning tea.  The following timetable is 
an approximate time only. 

 

CLASS APPROX START 
TIME 

HOW FAR 

Prep 9:15am Half a lap of the 
John Lyons oval 

Grade 1 9:25am Half a lap of the 
John Lyons oval 

Grade 2 9:40am Half a lap of the 
John Lyons oval 

Grade 3 9:50am 3/4 Lap of the 
whole school 

Grade 4 10:10am 1 Lap of the whole 
school 

Grade 5 10:10am 2 Laps of the whole 
school  

Grade 6 10:10am 2 Laps of the whole 
school 

 

 
Students in Prep – Grade 3 will run in their year level.  Students that 
are participating on a fun basis will run in grade levels.  Students 
participating in order to be selected for the Cumberland Sub-District 
team will run in their age groups 2007 (10yrs), 2006 (11yrs) and 
2005 (12yrs).  
 
CUMBERLAND DISTANCES 

10 years (born 2007) 2000m 
11 years (born 2006) 3000m 
12 years (born 2005) 3000m 
 
All students are encouraged to participate according to their ability.  
This may mean that a student will jog the whole way, they may walk-
run-walk or they may find a friend to do the course with.  If you have 
a child with asthma, can you check to make sure they bring their 
puffers and I recommend all students have a water bottle.  Students 
may also want to bring a change of clothes – depending on the 
weather conditions.   
 
 

 
CENT SALE & RAFFLE PRIZES 

 

We are starting to collect cent sale and raffle prizes for our fete this 
year.  If you wish to make a donation please drop off at the office. If 
you own a business this may be a great way to promote it. 
 

FAMILY PHOTO FUNDRASIER 
 

Our family photo fundraiser has been booked for Sunday 13
th
 May.  

Photos are $20 and include a free keying. There is no generation 
rule, and it is open to everyone not just our families. Please contact 
Justine Harriott on 0431525904 to book your spot. What a great way 
to commemorate Mother’s day. 
 

MACKILLOP SUPPORTER SHIRTS 
 

We are placing another order for volunteer shirts. If you would like to 
order a shirt please fill out the form in today’s newsletter and return 
with your money to the office.  
 
These are available in men’s or women’s sizes and are $35 each. 
Orders close Friday 27

th
 April. 

 
 
 

DATE CLAIMERS 

Pizza Meal Day – Monday 26
th
 March 

Fete Meeting/P&F Meeting – Monday 23
rd

 April 

Family Photo Fundraiser – Sunday 13
th
 May 

 
If you have any suggestions for the P & F, please fill out a 
suggestion form available in the office and pop it into the red 
box.  Alternatively you can email your suggestions to 
bk_doumergue@bigpond.com  Remember to check out the 
MacKillop P & F page on the website where you can find our 
contact details and the latest meeting minutes.  MacKillop 

Catholic Primary School.  
 

Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny 
 
 

mailto:bk_doumergue@bigpond.com
http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm
http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm


,  

 

 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 
  Fri 23/03 Rebecca Jackson 
  Treeney Giles 
  Lee Hokins 
  
   Wed 28/03 Paula La Gerche 
  Alex Shuttlewood 
  Alicja Edwards 
 
 

TUCKSHOP HELPERS - PLEASE WEAR CLOSED IN 
SHOES 

 

 

 
MARCH SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 

 

Hotdogs $3.00 each 
With cheese & sauce extra 30c 

 

 
 

Blueberry and American Choc Chip muffins are currently 
available in the tuckshop for $1.50 ea 

 
 

Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper 
bags and remember to write your child’s name and class on 

 the bag so their lunch goes into the correct box. 
If you are unable to work your rostered day could you please 
contact Jo Oliver by phone or text 0413 672 920. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

YEAR 2N SOCIAL 
 

Sunday 25
th
 March 

Meet at John Breen Park 
at 10.00am 

(please note, this is a change of time) 
 

Bring along your scooters, feed the ducks….. 
 

RSVP by Thursday 22
nd

 March 
 Jodie 0487 285 216 

 

 

 

 

 



MACKILLOP SUPPORTER SHIRTS 

 
We are hoping to place another order for Volunteer Shirts this year for parents to purchase. These can be worn when you volunteer 
or attend school events and functions. These shirts are the same design as our MacKillop sporting teams.The cost of the shirts are 
$35. We have sample shirts in the office to try on for sizing. If you wish to purchase a MacKillop supporters shirt please complete 
the slip below and return to the office with money enclosed. 

 

 
 
 

Name:   __________________________ 
 

I would like to purchase a MacKillop supporter’s shirt and have enclosed $35. 
 
 
Size:  (Please Circle) 

 
S   M L XL XXL XXL 

 
 

Signed:  ______________________ 
  

 

 

 

 



 

 

2018 Swimming Carnival 



 

 


